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than others is a relief to those who desire more freedom.
A gentleman who through openly eating forbidden food
had made himself obnoxious to the members of his own
set, for a time got on very well. He had friends like-
minded with himself, with whom he could associate.
But when his daughters were old enough to be married,
his isolation prevented him from obtaining husbands for
them. He applied for admission in vain to several sets
of his own caste. At last he found one liberal enough
to admit him, and so he died "in the odour of sanctity/*
though he did not change his mode of life.

In addition to these smaller committees, there are
what might be almost termed Hindu General Assem-
blies ; i.e. societies formed for the purpose of explaining
and enforcing Hindu law and custom, to whom important
questions are referred for decision. The members of
these are learned pundits, with a sprinkling of others in
secular employment As a specimen of the subjects
taken before them for settlement, and also as an example
of the subtlety with which they harmonize common
sense with the teaching of the Scriptures, may be men-
tioned that connected with the introduction of the water
supply into Calcutta. Hinduism forbids its followers to
drink from a vessel that has been touched by a member
of another caste. Taps, to which all classes have access,
are fixed in the streets. An attempt was made to have
some of these reserved for each caste, but when this was
found impracticable, the Hindu Dharma Rakshini Sabha
(i.e. the Society for the Preservation of the Eternal
Religion), determined that although it was unlawful for
men of different castes to drink from the same vessel,
yet, as the people had to pay taxes to meet the expenses
of bringing the water, this should be regarded as a
sufficient atonement for violating the ordinances of the